[Catastrophic neuromuscular diseases].
Neurologists should anticipate and recognize the onset of respiratory failure in patients with neuromuscular diseases. Symptoms vary according to the speed of onset of respiratory muscle weakness. Catastrophic situations usually occur in three clinical scenarios: 1) incorrect management of acute respiratory failure of neuromuscular origin, autonomic dysfunction or during general anaesthesia of patients with neuromuscular diseases ; 2) incorrect prognosis and treatment due to the lack of a correct diagnosis. This situation is more common in ventilated patients with associated muscular weakness, acute neuropathies or motor neuron disease, and 3) inappropriate medical intervention in patients with neuromuscular disease with a definitive diagnosis but longstanding disease (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, spinal muscular atrophy, myotonic dystrophy and other muscular dystrophies).